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Phil. 2. 12, It 3s God which work- 
 eth in you,both to will and to do, 


of bis good pleaſure. 


HE Apoſtle in the former Verſe 
earneſtly preſicih the P#lipp7- 
ans to work out their own 
Salvation, to carry on the blet- 

ed beginnings of Grace toits final accom- 
iſhment 5 ' and leſt they ſhould either 
preſume of their own hrenged. or be 
areleſs in the proſecution of that which 
as their principal duty and intereſt, he 
reſcribes the manner how they muſt be 
converſant in that ſolemn work, with fear 
nd trembling « That is, 

Firſt, with a profound /#; aility from 

he ſenſe of their own weakneſs to per- 

N for A he firſt Eſlayes, much leſs the more 
| lent acts of Religion 1n order to it. 

ooanty, with ſerious care > leſt by 
lett they ſhould diſplcate God, and 

6 hore of Salvation. 

Theſe two are the inſeparable Qualiti- 
cations of Evangelical. Otedzence, and are 

A 2 OPPO- 
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oppoſite to Spiritual pride,which corrup 
every ſervice that 'tis mixed with, ar 
. to carnal Security, which makes us cold fc 
Religion, as if Salvation were. eaſily of 
tained. 
Now to inforce the Exhortation [1 
| propounds an Argument moſt proper t{ 
| keep them humble and watchful, For 7# ſit 
God that works iz you of his good -pleaſun 
| The foundation of Humility 1s that Ge 
' 1s the Author of all our Spiritual goo 
| and therefore the Glory of all 1s intire 
due to him; and ſince he freely aſliſts 
[ . 0 _— . - 
| by his Spirit, 'tis of infinite moment thaſſ! 
we ſhould comply with his holy motr 
ons, leſt we forfeit his Grace, and pre 
voke him to withdraw from us. This ref! 
lation the words have to the 12th. Verſe$f 
and the full ſenſe 1s contained in this Pro 
Poſttion, That the beginning, progreſs and 
accompliſhment of Salvation in us, inwrelo 
depends upon the free and powerful GRACKY 
of God. | If 
| In our Explication of it three x. ing 
| are to be conſidered: 'Þ 
| 1. The effed of Grace, To will and to aa, 
| 2. The a&on by which 'tis produces 
God works it in ws. 
3. The Motive from whence the Ati-$u 
, on 
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COrFuURi 
cold Jon of God takes its riſe, [t is his good 
aſily dl pleaſure. 

Firſt, To will and to do, compriſes 
in it the whole Spiritual work of a Chri- 
ſtian, in order to the obtaining of Salva- 
tion; both the firſt Converſion to Gol, 
wherein Grace prevents us, and Perſcve- 
rance in our Duty which crowns us : by 
the firſt we are tranſlated from darkneſs 
to light, by the ſecond, froma ſtate of im- 
perfett light to that which is full and e- 
ternal. Particularly to will ſignifies the ſc- 
rious and ſtrong inclinations of the Will 
to Obedience, and to do the real perfor- 
mance of our univerſal Duty in ſuch a 
. Verſemanner as the Gaſpel accepts. 
his Pro The Will 1 7 the principle of all 
eſs an oral aqions.' Fs, the fountain of Good 

inbirelgor Evil puke or polluted , ſo is whate- 
ZR AChFrer flows from it; and for this reaſon the 
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at ingpÞn thig.caculty Sin hath the ſeat of its Em- 
-\pire, gnd here Grace hath its Throne. 

:d to ag,{Now ghe Will hath two ſorts of motions: 
oduce?} 1. Weak incompleat and incon- 
ant deſires to a good propounded : and 
ze Acti-Fuch are 1n carnal and convinced perſons, 
ono wiſh to die the death of the righte- 

dus, and take up faint and fleeting reſo- 

A3 lations, 


ues of L& and death are from the heart, p,, , 
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oppoſite to Spiritual pride,which corruy 
every ſervice that 'tis mixed with, an 
. to carnal Security, which makes us cold gon 
Religion, as if Salvation were eaſily dffple 
tained. 
Now to inforce the Exhortation [in 
propounds an Argument moſt proper tf{li: 
keep them humble and watchful, For z# ftio 
God that works iz you of his good pleaſurſwl 
The foundation of Hunnlity 1s that Gofrar 
is the Author of all our Spiritual goof[the 
and therefore the Glory of all is intirelſo. 
due to him; and ſince he freely aſſiſts pet 
by his Spirit, 'tis of infinite moment thaſſter 
we ſhould comply with his holy motiÞfio 
ons, Jeſt we forfeit his Grace, and profto' 
voke him to withdraw from us. This regma 
lation the words have to the 12th. Verſeſma 
and the full ſenſe is contained in this Proj = 
Poſition, That the beginning, progreſs andÞ10 
accompliſhment of Salvation in us. intirelÞr 
depends upon the free and powerfiul GR ACHE 
of God. flu 
in our Explication of it three x; ing 
are to be conſidered : ir 
1. The effect of Grace, To will and to ag,Þ\ 


2. The a&ion by which 'tis produceZ 

Cod works it in us. 
3. The Motive from whence the Ai- 
M on 
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cold Jon of God takes its riſe, 1t 7s his good 
fily pleaſure. 

Firſt, To will and to do, comprilcs 
jon {in it the whole Spiritual work of a Chri- 
oper t{{tian, in order to the obtaining of Salva- 
'or it tion; both the firſt Converſion to God, 
pleaſunſwherein Grace prevents us, and Perſcve- 
at Goffrance in our Duty which crowns us : by 
| goof[the firſt we are tranſlated from darkneſs 
ntirelſo light, by the ſecond, froma ſtate of im- 
fiſts ygperfett light to that which 1s full and e- 
at thaſſternal. Particularly #o will fignihies the (c- 
* motifrious and ſtrong inclinations of the Will 
d profto Obedience, and to do the real perfor- 
"his reJmance of our univerſal Duty in ſuch a 
VerſeÞmanner as the Goſpel accepts. 
is Proj The WilL__15; the principle of all 
{s andMoral aqtions. As, the fountain of Good 
;bireffor Evil.$ putc or polluted , ſo is whatc- 
RAChper flows from it; and for this reaſon the 

flues of 1& and death are from the heart, 
x; inggÞn thig.caculty Sin hath the ſeat of its Em- 
ire, gnd here Grace hath its Throne. 


Prov 4.28 


| to ag$Now ghe Will hath two forts of motions: 
duce} 1. Weak incompleat and incon- 


ant deſires to a good propounded : and 
 Acti-Juch are 1n carnal and convinced perſons, 

onÞvho wiſh to die the death of the rightc- 
Dus, and take up faint and fleeting reto- 
| A 3 lutions, 


| 


| 
| 
1 
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(6. 
Intions to mend their livesz but thelflory 
not proce=ding from the full bent of thi 2m, 
heart arc m wable and ineffective. Thi res 
Apoitte Famcs tells us, That a double-minjgung 
edd nar is © zftavle in ul Lis ways, Thenhimſel 
1 a on! Mat DE ct Ween Conviction and a tern: 
PL1O thgghen 
is aſures of Sin, "wich arc > penkin anknd & 
kn le, 241 hath ſome detires of Salvatiynder 
69 that is future and ſpiritual. And as eaut 
youns Free ſhaken by the wind i p pro 
cither way,as the force of the windits ch 
ries it E {0 according to the repreſetglable 
ations of one and the other the Soul tffrior 


(2) Ther re are compleat and firm de Jeſus. 
L 'Y! I Vil which are attended witl with 
ts, and thele are 1n true Believers 
he __ of this diverſity of diſpolit move 
LU e Will 1 i from the different a pOWe 
ons of the Viind, which 1s thi Good 


trath anc good inek I thi gs Fries 1, and dude 
the Wt 1 1s bat imperfectly carrie t 
wards them 3; —_ fince the terms upal] yet 


which Szlvation is offered are an intird the ] 
denial of our {lves,the parting with Lif intir 
and al he Enacgit ments Of 1 it, when th Meal 


(lor 


C29 


thelf ory of God comes in competition with 
ff thihem, carnal perſons reſt only in their 
Thikfires without a real purſuit of it. The 
-minoung man in the Goſpel, who addreſt 
[ herfimſelf to Chriſt with a deſire to obtain 
| Cotfternal happineſs, went away ſorrowful 
y thfghen he was commanded to ſell his Eſtate 
© angnd give it to the poor : but when the 
Ivathnderſtanding is fully convinced of the 
as Scauty and bleſledneſs of the reward that 
d 19s promiſed to Holineſs, the Will is fixt in 
Willits choice, and imbraces it with an invi- 
eſcnjolable affeftion, and from hence procedes 
ul gfrious and fervent endeavours to attain 
the price of the high calling of God in Chriſt 
ae Jeſus. The wiſe Merchant reſolved to part 
with all,that he might purchaſe the Pearl 
{ of inc{timable pricesfor the Willis the firſt 
mover, and draws forth all the ative 
powers for the acquiring of the ſupreme 
Good. 

Secondly, The next enquiry 1s con- 
cernzzZthe AFion, whereby this is pro- 
du&d, God works in 1 to will and to do. 

1.) It is ſnternal, by the ſecret 
veſſac of the holy Spirit, who enlightens 
the Mind, and inclines the Will to obey 


A 4 God, 


intircly Gods command. All outward 
means. whether the Works or Word of 


- 
ner 
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God, fingly confidered are ineffeQu mong| 
*Tis true the DivineEſſence andAttribut} were | 
are apparent in their effeqs, the Eteny as the 
Power and Godhead are clearly ſeen fr lever: 
the Creation of the World. The Heavy that is 
and the Earth,and all things contained erful t 
them, are evident teſtimonies of the Bf Work: 
cellencies of their Author. The ſtrokes tirely 

the Creator's hand are engraven upon | heart | 
his Works: In ſhort, the World repreſay je&ior 
to us all thoſe Perfections that concur'dy lible t 
the making of it, and as it inſtrudts (| the tr 
that there 1s a God, ſo it invites us i} mance 
love him who is infinitely good, and i the inf 
obey him in whom-Wiſdom and Pow they n 
are united in their ſupreme degree : by tor, br 
this diſcovery of God is rendered inefff purify 
tual by the obſtinacy of man 1n his cajrit eve 
rupt ſtate. And of this'we have convincinſyiour | 
proof from the dreadful diſorders and cojthoſe 1 
ruptions 1n the Gentile-World; for nafthe Pt 
withſtanding they were ſollicited by th{was th 
general benefits of Providence tu® epeſthe r=. 
tance, yet they neither did know Ghd the Þ, 
far as they might, nor honoured him wourd 
far as they knew, but continued ih thi' 2. 

darkneſs of Idolatry, and were abandotſobedie 
ed to the practice of luſts natural, anfchaſed 
unnatural with greedinefs ; nay thoſe the Re 
RE es "5 0 = mong D-> 
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4 mongſt them who pretended to be wiſe, 
q were kept in their fooliſh bondage as well if 
q as the reſt. Philoſophy never made one be- | 
| Hever:beſides, the preaching of the Goſpel, 
that is incomparably more clear and pow- 
erful than the filent Revelations by the 
Works of Creation and Providence, is in- 
tirely fruitleſs, if God doth not open the 
1 4 heart to receiveit with meekneſs and ſub- 
leq jection; and though Miracles are an infal- 
4q lible teſtimony from Heaven concerning 
Sq the truth of a Doctrine, yet the perfor- 
I mance of them is inſufficient to overcome 
the infidelity and obſtinacy of the heart; 
q they may ſurprize and aſtoniſh the SpeCta- 
tor, but cannot without theenlightening, 
purifying, and healing Grace of the Sp1- 
Of rit ever convert him. Although our Sa- 
cl viour ſpake as never man ſpake, and did 
co thole works which never man did, yet 
10 the Phariſees were inconvincible ; ſuch 
ty was thezy perverſneſs that they attributed 
Xfthe r=qiraculous power of our Saviour to 
1 the Prince of Devils, rather than they 
1 Fwoyd give Glory to God. 

tily 2, The Grace that works this 
Otfobedient Will is ſupernatural, 'tis pur- 


andchaſed by -the meritorious ſufrerings of —_ - _- 
2 #the Redeemer, and conferred by thenapt- |, - aa 


Tull 


. 
A En 


(10 ) 
rit. The Grace of the Creator was given 
to Adam, and was alwaies preſent if he} 
would make uſe of it ; his diſcerning farf 
culty was clear and free from any difuh 

ſing tinfture;z he ſaw God 1n himſelf as wn 
a SanCtuary, and 1n the World as in a + 
Temple, where his Preſence and Majeſtyf” 

ſhined forth. He had a viſible Copy off” © 
Gods inviſible Beauty. This diſcovery prof** 
duced in him a ſolemn Veneration off*** 
the Deity, and a ſuperlative delight u the 
him. Now this Grace was left to the uſt 
of his natural faculties, without any ex Cre: 
traordinary operations of Gods Spirity 
but fince man fell from his Origin: effec 
Innocence, and firſt Purity, ſuch is thſs” 

darkneſs of the Mind, and the diſten bs 3 


per of the affections, that till the Grad So t 


hat 
4 | 
nte 
hat 
t fe 


of the Redecmer ſupervenes, and re no 
pairs the ruins that Sin hath made, ' A 
obta 


impoſſible to conceive a holy thought, q: 
a {incere and ardent deſire towards God? 
every Spiritual a&t requires a W-yern "<6 
tural power. The ſtate of Sin 1s deſer but 
bed to be without ſtrength, and tio be ana 
{tate of death; mm which there-1s n miſe 
only a ceſſation from vital acts, but | P** 
abſolute diſability to perform them. | 
3. Thirdly, this Grace is effec nal, | for 

| tl 


vit 


a4] 
oiven hat exerciſe of power which overcomes 
"7 he all reliſtance , and executes what it 
nos £ (Enterprizes. The Greek word ſignifies 
.S ah hat action whereby a cauſe inſinuates 
Sb: WIE and hath ſuch an influence up- 
n its effect, as it indubitably follows. 
ajeſty \nd 'tis uſed to expreſs the working pow- 
off! of Sin, and the tempting power of 
PY Katan in the unregenerate, which 1s al- 


) Prkeaics prevalent. The Scripture ſets forth 


n - the efficacy of Divine Grace by the in- 
ll finite power which wrought in the 
_ Creation , and in the Reſurrection of 
virit Chriſt, which is never fruſtrated of its 
1g1n: , 
i oh good works 3 and when we were dead in 
fem we were quickened together with Chriſt. 
Gradſ99 that the action of God in converting 
4 jthe Soul is not a naked and ſimple pro- 
e,7 poling of Salvation , and the means to 
ht, obtain it, or a Moral ſuaſor only to 
God invite the accepting of it , and leaves 
\ern} 2c £&v 111 1n ſuſpence to compu or not, 
(cg but pofallibly ſucceeds to afſent. Grace 
bel 4244 ree-will are not put 1n Joint-Com- 
- nd 21/701, that the efficacy of the one de- 
ut 4 p-nds upon the conſent of the other. 

m1 1- It diſparages Gods Providence, 
l, for it breaks the Eſlential ſubordinati- 
th an 


Fas 11 
SIN 4 


effefts. We are created in Chriſt Jeſs to Eph.2.10. 


Jam. 4.1 5. 


' that, by a monſtrous contradiction the 


1+) for tt 


on between the ſecond cauſes and the fir Hh 
Providence were imperfe&t, if the moti Preſe 
ons of the humane Will are without itf,aint 
power and government. whict 

(2) It deſtroys his Preſciexce, for howſCeat 
can he nfallibly foreſee the motions dfjjs p 
the Will, and the effects depending py 
on them, which according to thifſhje ef 
ſuppoſition are always contingent, tilſ,. y 
the Will determines it ſelf5how can then: : 


be a certain knawledg of an uncertait 


= 
event ? In a 
3. This Deifies the WP, and makes i, ;cj 


ſupream and independent upon God himf, . * 
ſelf : So that whereas the Apoſtle Jami, |; 
tells us, that we ſhould expreſs, or 1n th. « 
relignation of our ſpirits always intendþ.v... 
That if the Lord will we will do this or, 1,6 


words ſhould be inverted, that the Lord «1K 


zhicl 
will do this or that if man pleaſes. = 
(4). It aboliſhes all Prayer and Þib 27h he } 


giving; for if according to the diffefent 
inclinations of the Will Grace is cfte$ual 
or not, why ſhould we pray that God 
would turn us from evil, and incline us 
to good, or praiſe him for his diſcrimi- 
nating Grace that ſeparates us from thoſe 
that periſh : *Tis a vanity to thank him 
for 


rong 
Real 
he Þ 
of tt 
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( 13 ) 
for that he hath not done, or to defire 
that he cannot do. In ſhort, if we will 
: fir Foreſerve the Glory of his Providence, his 
moth Preſc:ence, and his Soveraignty, if we will 
1t naintain the holyuſe of Prayer and Praiſe, 
which are the eminent reſpe&s of the 
 howCreature to the Creator, we muſt reje& 
NS Athis proud error. | 
iding But it is ObjeFed, That this inſupera- 
thy ble efficacy of Grace ruins the Liberty of 
» Uillthe Will. The unreaſonableneſs of this 
emwill appear by conſidering, 
Tall Firſt, True Liberty doth not conſiſt 
$0 a peremptory indifferency to receive 
or reject any Object that is propoſed; but 
a Fudicious choice, when the Soul is 


LES 


Fan not led by a blind inſtinct as the Beaſts, 
1 thikor compelled by a foreign power, but 


mbraces what it knows and approves to 
de beſt. Now God in his converting the 
Poul never prejudices that Liberty with 
zhich it 1s endowed 3; for although he 
yorks. efficaczputly, yet congruouſly to 
he eaſe nature, he doth by a 
rong Light convince the Mind of the 
Reality, , (mmenſity and Immortality of 
he Reward, of the neceſſity and fitneſs 
df the means to be uſed for the obtain- 
Ing of it, and thereby converts the Will, 
which 


th 
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j ( 14 ) 
ti which reſolving to have part in ſo rich ih 
treaſure, excites the whole man to a vw} * 


| gorous uſe of the means in order to it Wy 
f and as theexpreſſions of Scripture declaf © r 
ih the efficacy, ſo the ſweetneſs and conven " 

4 ency of Gods Operation. God draws i *< 
F. with the cords of a man, that 1s, by rat llc 


; onal Motives, he prevails over the {tul © 
Fl | bornneſs of our Wills: And as Co B> 


4 draws moſt powerfully, fo man comes! bs 1n 
| Chriſt moſt freely. He ſo works on ti \n - 
[ Will as he no leſs works 1n it, and bytlj * Is 
| 7mperate aGs of 1t ſanctified and affiſk or 
BY by the Spirit, works Obedience. And t| bat 
Ree efficacy of Grace is ſo far from violati 
i our Wills,that it enriches them 3 it mal "= 


i them to embrace God and Heaven, thi he 
i Glorious and Eternal Objedts, inſtead} PE 
i periſhing and deſtruQive Vanities ; a - 
the Action of God which enables us maſ * 
ardently and conſtantly to purſue theſe 
our happineſs, increaſeth our freedom. | 
in Heaven, the ſtate of Gfory,wheret 
the full and conſtant light ,of 'the Mir 
the Will is undeclinably bent co the 
pream Good, it enjoys the ma true aff x. 

perfett liberty. "tt 

Thirdly, The Motive that inducesGy} © : 


to work efficacioully in his Peop 
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(4323 
is his good pleaſure.For the opening of this 
we muſt conſider the ations of God are 
of two ſorts : 

' Firſt, of ſome the reaſon 1s viſible in 
the ſubjects themſelves. Thus 1n the fra- 
ming of the natural Body the Eyes are 


placed in the Head to condudt it, and be 


as Sentinels to diſcover danger 5 the Heart 
$ in the midſt, being the fountain of Life 
to convey vital ſptrits equally to the mem- 
bers: And ſome operations that are of a 


| more excellent nature , are exerciſed ac- 
cording to the ſubject. Thus that God 


| hath made a connexion between Repen- 


tance and remiſſion of fins, between per- 
ſeverance 1n obedience, and the rewards, 
the reaſon is clear; for if he ſhould juſti- 


| fie the impenitent,or glorifie an Apoſtate, 


it would reflec upon his Wifdom, Holi- 
neſs and Juſtice. Now God will not rob 
one Attribute to enrich another, nor ad- 
vance hjz- Mercy to the prejudice of his 
other Perfe&tions; that were to deny him- 
ſelf. , But there are other free operations 
of Gpd which have no other cauſe than 
his unaccountable Will ; and of this fort 
15 the converſion of Sinners. The Scripture 


{ aſligneth no other cauſes of it, but the 


mercy and good pleaſure of God. It we 
COl- 


oe. 


{ -,,, zercy. He uſeth the ſame liberty as in, the 


” — — 
0. 


/J | , h 
-CLf ) F ag ALF 7 £ £0 > / q ua c IC 
d & N b 2 F 2 Fl | : 
- ——_ Fi 3. 4 C , £4 q 
F | FL eg : £ % 


(16) | 
ſider abſolutely thoſe who are recovered 
by Grace from: their loſt and wretched 
ſtate, *tis Mercy that ſaves them and un; 
ſpeakable compaſſion. If we conſider them 
as Elect and ſeparated from the periſhing 
World, 'tis the good pleaſure of God that 
makes the difference. Our Saviour ac- 
knowledgeth it as a piece of DrvineRoy- 
alty, that the Lord of Heaven and Earthf 
had hid the myſteries of the Goſpel from 
the wiſe and prudent , and had revealed 
them unto. babes, ever ſo Father, for it 
ſeemeth good ip thy fight. There 1s no cauſe 
o it but ther ſupream , Liberty eF-t; wh 
ch diſpenſes ſaving Grace as he pleaſes | 7": 


The Apoſtle exemplifies this in-Facob and fon: 
Eſay,who were conceived in the ſamemo- w 
ment.,and ſprang from the ſameParents,and -* 


were in all things equal, except that Eſay 
in the order of Birth was the Elder; yet © 

God from his Soveraign pleaſure choſeſ .* 
one and paſt by the other 3 as he faith, 1} 1 


will have mercy on -whom 1 will have 


v +. Creation, when of the fame confi ſed, ſort} 
-* maſs he formed the Earth, the dreys of 
the Univerſe,and the Sun and Stars which tho 
are the Glory of the viſible World. This] 6. 
St. Auſtin calls the Depth of the Croſs; for 


% 
pe 2 


A AS, ; - 
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vered 


-ched 


:noll led 11 the breaſt of 


"the lower pait Of the Croſs is fixt in 
'the Earth and unſgep by us, but the 


| upper part 1s cxpolkd to our'view ; ſo 


the cauſes of Predeſiynation are concea- 
d, but the Efiects 
of it in the SandAffkcxion and Conver- 
ſion of a Sinner/ are \apparent to all. 
Neither doth this at all refle& apon the 


fl juſtice of God, that he beſtows unequal 


things upon equal perſons: for if we 
conlider God 2s an Owner, he may dif- 

ſe of his own Grace to whom he. 
pleaſeth, but as a Judg he always diſ- 
penſeth rewards and puniſhments at the 
laſt, according to the quality of the per- 
ſons. Thus at the day of Judgment the 
yood works of Belieyers are produced 
as the Evidences of their Faith , and 
the Sins of the wicked as cauſes of 
their condemnation. It becomes us there- 
fore with deep reverence to adore the in- 
comprehenſible Counſels of God, con- 
fidering ne is the King Eternal and only 
wiſe God, and ſo hath uncontroulable 
power to diſpoſe of all things as he plea- 
ſeths and orders- all things by moſt juſt 
reaſons though unknown to us: This 
fhould chaſtiſe our vanity, who are de- 


ficous to pry into the ſecrets of his Will. 
That 
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That which Chriſt ſaid to Peter is applied t 
cable in this place, What I do thou know ouf] 
eft not now, but hereafter thou ſhalt knomſe it 


In the next life we ſhall underſtand tharinal 
which is not lawful now to inquir#ere a: 
into. (ers. 


Oſe 1. Firſt, from hence we learn tof 
whom: the honour of converting Grace wtf MET! 
intircly due, to God who is the ſoleſiow t| 
-worker, and ſole mover of himſelf to dgÞow C 
it. He faves us by his own power, and yower 
moved to it by his own mercy. Thereftwe 0 
are no merits, no preparatory Diſpoſitj-Pme N 
ons which God foreſaw that moved ets, © 
him to convert any. Nothing is prima- [band \ 
rily active but pure and unexcited mer- raiſed 
cy. Our Goodneſs is not the Motive lt 1s 2 
of his Love, but his Love the cauſe of |þe {pe 
our Goodneſs. When God choſe Iſrael |to his 
from the reſt of the Nations to be hig [12 01 
people., there -was no reaſon of this | _ 
Election but the ſole pleaſure bf God ; | © 
for they were all equal 1n their Creation, [VF W 
They deſcended from. the fame Alam, |Gods 
and equal in their fall; there wa# nq |delirc 
tranſcendent good in them above others, | im, 
nor exceſs of evil in other Nations a- | Evide 
bove them, but free Grace alone pre- | hoſe 

fer d 


Y | ( 19) 
ppligz'd them 3 and if converted perſons 
zonrioully reflect upon . their unregene- 
zomſate {tate, they will find that by ori- 
thainal and contracted Corruption they 
uireFfere as unworthy and as obſtinate as o- 
hers. If admirable Grace had not been 
xerciſed in them, they had been no bet- 
| tofer than the reſt 5 and the ſame Almigh- 
ce xj Mercy could ſoften the moſt obdurate. 
ſoleflow then ſhould this endear God to us ? 
> doflow can we reflect upon this free and 
d powerful Grace of God without a rap- 
ereſture of Soul? We are plunged into the 
iti-fame miſery with the moſt forſaken Sin- 
red Iners, and he extended from Heaven that 
1a- [hand whereby he created the World, and 
er-fraiſed Chriſt from the dead to recover us. 
ve it is an inſeparable quality of Grace to 
of jbe ſpecial.it 1s the ſingular favour of God 
zel |to his people, and this ſhould magnihie 1t 
115 [in our eſteem. 

Us 
l;| Ufe 2. F:om hence we may diſco- 


z, | Gods good pleaſure in us,if there be deep 
2 1 : | 

@ |defires *nd ſerious endeavours to obey 
5, [him, theſe are the ſolid and convincing 
- | Evidences, that his Eternal Love hath 


: w ST; by 


n [ver whether we have thebleſſed effettsof 


- | choſen us. Many unrenewcd perſons ciefer © 1 1 ©) 
* | 
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E200; 3 "- 
by the terrors of the Word, or the wroug|! 
_mezzef? outward affiictions, reſolve dead, : 
live better ; but their promiſcs are 1 of Go 
built on permanent principles. And why Jeſires 
ſome agreeableTemprtation preſents it (jg ene 
they cannot reſiſt its charmes, but repe trys to 
of their reſolutions, and return to the tempts 
old luſts, with new affections. How & ,nd we 
ſuch perfons without trembling feel ther (ot 
Devil to be-maſter of their Wills and A (4 t1 
fections, where he works ſo powerful regene! 
as in the Children of diſobedience'? Arf ;enewe 
others who are more temperate and ſobe impure 
and make a profeſſion of Godlineſs, ye yet. Gr 
are deſtitute of this Omnipoteng, Gracf cyery | 
They content themſelves with willy jt hath 
languid luke-warm endeavour cacy. * 
to obey God. They love mediocrities i ;eſerye 
Religion, but its purity and perfeCtioq fr this 
they are not reconciled to. How can we things 
believe that inſincere and inconſtant ry tg pro 
ſolutions, that {light and ineffectual at} when | 
tempts to do our | oaſis trie produdCt of ute, it 
ſaving Grace, and an argument that Golf ;þ,z » 
hath ſet his Love upon us ? Doth the AF gg rea 
poltle uſe theſe magnificent and wofty ex 
preſſions, concerning the exceeding great- Uſe 
neſs of the Divine Power that worketlf certay 
mightily in thoſe that believe, as ith j; ecy 
wrought] 


(9 


( 21 ) 


F wrought in Chriſt in raifing him from the 
I dead, and ſetting him at the right hand 


of God, to ſignifie velleities and faint 


f dcfires to be good,or ſuch vain and iruit- 


- leſs endeavours,as of one in a Pallie:who 


Ttrys to move his hand, but when he at- 
J tempts to raiſe it up, the natural weight 


and weakneſs keeps it dawn. No:God ne- 


Wer ſet his love on any perſon, and exer- 


YF ciſed that power which was neceſlary to 


regenerate and raiſe him,but the ſubjet is 
renewed and raiſed. Though a legion of 


A impure luſts have poſſeſſion of the ſoul, 
\ yct Grace will be victoriouszit overcomes 


every high thought and rebellious paſſion; 


J it hath an inſuperable and infallible effi- 
I cacy. The W1ll 1s totally,fixedly, and un- 


relervedly engaged 1n the ſervice of God, 
forthis Grace is always ſucceſsful.In other 


| things foreign materials may be requiſite 


to produce the effect : But in Religion, 
when the a& of the Wll is full and abſo- 
lute, it is ſufficient; the Apoſtle ſaith, al/ 
that will 4ive godly, to deſcribe thoſe that 
do really live ſo. 


Uſe 3. From =" may infer the 


certainty of a Believers Rerſeverance z it 
1s ſecured by the efficacy of, Divine Grace, 
B 3j \ and 


C22) 
and by the 00d pleaſure 
"2. The E 


F God. 


cacy\ of Diving Grace wil 


ectLy 
rhic] 


make them victoriqus over all oppoſitionſon tl 
in the way to Heaven. This/Supernaturalſpl lifc 
aſliſtance was not beſtowed upon Man inſthat : 
Paradiſe, the principle of Holineſs was infally « 


himſelf; he had a power to obey 1f he 
would, but not actually tb determine his 
er fallen : but 
cal Grace 1s in 
lique 


| ſlo 


Will, for thefi he had Tr 
the principle of Evange 
Chriſt as our head, _ 
him to all his members, ja 
Will ſo powerfully, th: 
ject to it. God works 1 
do: I will put my ſpiri 
cauſe you to walk in 
ſhall keep my Comman 
{faith the Lord by the [Prophet. He gave 
his Son to dze for us, and his Fpirit to He 
in us, and all the faculties are {ubordinate 
to his blefled motions. *A 
the inſtability of the! humand Spirit by 
reaſon of remanent corruption, and the 
ſtrength of temptations, may &..cite our 
fear, leſt we ſhould} fall ſhort! 
ven, the Grace of God ſecures, againſt 
both. | | 
(1) Though whilſt we arc\ in the 
preſcnt ſtate, our Carruption 1s not per- 
| | \ fectly 


pe 


of Hea- 


WE 
will | 
full v 
cy of 


conq 


| from 


ON. | 
in th 
dead 
whic 
hear! 
{erve 
Grac 
natu 
firſt 
bþly 
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y healed, but there are ſome remains 


- willlwhich like a Gangrene threaten to ſeize 
itionſon the vital parts,] wherein the Spiritu- 
turalfal life is ſeated; yet the Divine Nature, 


AN in 


f he 


e his 


at is communicated to all phat (piritu- 


as infally deſcend from Chriſt, iy ative and 


powerful to refiſt yll carnal deſires, and 

will prevail in the eyd: for if fin in its 

full vigour could not\controul the effica- 
cy of converting Grace, How can the re- 

lques of 1t, when Grate hath taken pol- 

on, be ſtrong enough/to ſpoil it of its 

conqueſt 2 There 1s a greater diſtance 

from death to life, thar} from life to afi- 

on. That Omnipotent Grace that viſits us 
in the Grave, and reſtgres life to the 

dead, can perpetuate it to\the living;that 
which was ſo powerful a, to pluck the 
heart of ſtone out off the Hreaſt, can pre- 
ſerve the heart of ffelh. Ig is true, the 
Grace given to a Believer Þ$ 1n its own 
nature a periſhing quality; tut as it was 
firſt infuſed, ſo it 1s/daily revived by the 
hply Spirit 3 he fis a living, reigning 
principle in theSaintsz he confirmes their 
Faith, inflames their Love, and, refreſhes 
mn their minds the} Idea's of thi Glory 
that is future, he leads them ſafely to 
felicity. \ 

'B 4 +2. Ihe 


(24 ) 
2. The 'Temptations to which we argPowe 
expoſed, ſeem to \endanger our ſtandingyſhall 
they are various, leme pleaſant and wſOur $ 
ſinuating, others ſharp and furious, andſibar 4 
are managed by the Devil, our ſubtil andof 57s 
induſtrious enemy, to undermine, or byſary. I 
open battery to oygerthrow us. And hoyfnatur: 
difficult is it for the Soul whilſt unitcd tgſto ov 
fleth, to reſiſt the charms of what is amibe ſo 
able, or to endure the aſſaults of what ijto fai 
terrible to ſenſe? thegrenewed Chrvine |] 
ſtian hath no reaſon tp be'terrified witl weak 
diſquicting fears, that yny ſinful Tempta{make: 
tion can betall him, which notwithſtanſby us 
ding his watchfulneſs may overcome hinf. (2. 
irrecoverably. For all Temptations anfis the 
external, and have no rower over oufbclie 
ſpirits but what we give'them ; a volunſperſe 
tary refiſtance ſecures the ictory to win his 
The Apoile tells us, Greatch 3s he that i powe 
721 Zen that 13C that 1S 7H the w Id, God vi periſ] 
firongzr not only in himſelf, But as word (tion. 
king 1n us by the vigorous afti{tance ff ratio! 
his Grace, to confirm us, than\the Ne and t 
d terſ alter 
rors of the World, and taking adwvantagg them 
of that remaining concupiſcence, hid their 
38 not extinguithed, 15 to corrupt) and] bis Ir 
eſtroy us. Bricfly, unleſs there he 1 lovec 

| | ' Powe 
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/e argfPower above what 1s infinite , Believers . 
dingfſhall be preſerved from final Apoſtacy. 
d infOur Saviour tells us, his Father is greater 
, andlibar al, and none 7s able to pluck them out 
il andof his hard's ; that is an jnviolable SanGFu- 
or byJay. IF it were only by the ſtrength of 
| hoyfnatural Reaſon , or courage, yghat we are 
cd tafto overcome Temptafions, fome might 
; amiſbe ſo violent as to fnake the ſtrangeſt 
hat ito faint and fall away}; but fince the Di- 
Chrijvine Power ſupports us, it wg make the 
wit weakeſt victorious, forfthe Wrace of God 
npta{makes us ſtrong, and "made weak 
i(tar by Us. | : 
 hinf. (2,) The good pleaſyre of God, which 
s arJis the ſole motive of his| working in a 
* ou Believer, is a ſtrong Motive that they ſhall 
Mlunſjperſevere , for God 1s þs| unchangeable 
O ugin his Will as in his Natuye; his Almighty 
at i power and ynvariable WYl prevent their 
od ig periſhing; his Love is th cauſe of Ele- 
worſ (tion, from whence there can be no ſepa- 
e df ration; his Gifts are withaqut repentance, 
Def and how can we jultly fear that he will 
ter] alter his affe&ion ? he {that \prevented 
tagf them in his mercy , when they were 1n 
hiclh their pollutions, will he leave them when 
andl his Image 1s engraven upon themAHe that 
e af loved them ſo as to unite them to hisSon, 
we \ when 
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when they were enemies, will he hate Uſe 
them when they are his Members? Nozhigffiderat 
loving kindneſs is everlaſting, and theſfious 2 
Covenarit that is built upon it is moreſw# S: 
firm than the Pillars of Heaven, and theſFor th 
foundations of the\Earth. This ſuppor-ſerſede 
ted David in his dying hour, that Godſþods \ 
had made with him az everlaſting Cove-pe WO! 
214nt in, all things well-ordered and ſure, forge whe 
thar was all his Salvation.. And the Apo|Þut the 
ſle challenges all Creatures in Heavenſelieve 
and Earth, with a fill and ſtrong pertwÞ cold 
fion, that nothing \ could ſeparare bead if 
tween Believers and their Happineſsprer, V 
For I am perfwaded,that neither death nffeſcen 
Life, nor Angels, nor Rfincipalities, norpeams' 
Powers, nor things preſtrt, nor things tiÞþns are 
come, nor height nor dept, nor any otheapring | 
creature, ſhall be able to ſepyrate ws fromtheſphere 1 
Love of God which is jn Chriſt Jeſus omfeavo! 
Lord. This Aſſurance js rot built on anyferfior 
ſpecial prerogative ke had. 
rapture into Paradiſe, nor 
but that which 1s common t 
Believer with the hjgheſt A 
Love of God declated in the Word, andqps Goc 
ſhed abroad in thefr hearts, \that filleÞþe pre 
them with this triumphant confidence. comes 


Th 
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hate Uſe 4. Let us be excited from the con- 
o;hisfideration of the Supernatural and Effica- 
| theffious aſſiſtance of God, to work ont our 
morehwr: Salvation with fear and ah no Je: 


d theſFor the working of the Spirit doth not ſu- 
»por-ſerſede our own endeavours. In Converſion 
GodÞbods works on us as Objeds, afterwards 


Cove works by us as Inſtruments. The pow- | 


e, frfer whereby we act in Religion 1s God's, 


Apo-Þut the action is ours; 'tis man repents,and , 
venÞclieves, and obeys. As the Earth which 


{we cold and dry in its natural conſtitution, 
> beþnd if left to it ſelf would be barren for 
nekfyer, when the Influences of the Heavens 
| zÞeſcend on 1t,brings forth fruitzſo by the 
zoÞþeams of theSun of Righteouſneſs,Chriſti- 
75 tapns are made fruitful, but that they may 
rthepring forth fruit worthy of Repentance, 
2 ththere muſt be a concurrence of our En- 
* onfleavours : we are living ſtonesafter Con- 
anmferſion, not dead and paſſive as before, 
t bupnd we ſhould with the moſt ardent Af- 
onedtions work out our- Salvation. We 
weſloyld not content our ſelves with Medi- 
$ocrities in Religion, but labour to be Holy 
anqdſs God is Holy. A Chriſcian ſhould alway 
lee preſſing forward, and the nearer he. 
. fcomes to Salvation his tendency ſhould 
be the more earneſt. O let us keep our 
7 | Souls 
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(28 ) 
Souls alwaies intent upon this Divi ions 
work! & whilſt carnal perſons waſte tha'our ſp 
time in a miſerable exerciſe of their lab them, 
Tious vanities, let us viſit this work ey} bed ta 
ry Morning,and review it every Evening out 0! 
let us eſteem every day loſt wherein y{ Wilde 
have not advanced a ſtep toward Heaveſ In ſho 
work, 
ther d( 
genera 
are-bo 
cannot 
For to 
holdin 
ruin, | 
bellior 
they a 


World divert us, for that can be no god 
excuſe where Salvation 1s concerned. Ar 
for the carrying on this happy work, | 
us go to Heaven for ſtrength. The gens 
ral Providence of God is required for t| 
performing of natural actions, much mq 
is a Divine Power neceſlary for Supern 
tural; not only the firſt Grace, but all th 
advances of the Spiritual life are fra 
God. As the Sun draws forth the Sap inthat ſh 
to flouriſhing and fruitfulneſs,ſo the acyjand w 
al help of the Spirit reviyes our habituobſtin: 
Grace, and enables us to perform whaſthem, 

we deſire. Let us have continual recourſgconſeq 
to God by Prayer, and unite Diffidenaſtion o! 
in our ſelves with Dependence upon hinPower 
It is by ſupplies from him that we do amfbody, 

thing acceptably. There is nathing ſpin{life,wi 
tually good, though never ſo ſmall, or neciple © 
ver ſo great, but proceeds from him. Alſisnece 
the pretended forces of Free-will are periſh 

Ct1on 
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vid tions and ſhadows. Our combat with 
ha our ſpiritual enemies, our victory over 
them, and our triumph, are to be aſcri- 
bed to Grace. It is Grace that brings us 
out of Egypt, that preſerves us in the 
wx Wilderneſs,and that leads us into Canaan. 
ved In ſhort, 1t 1s Grace that enables us to 
th work, and rewards us for working. Nei- 
00f ther doth this excuſe men 1n their unre- 
\nj generate ſtate, who by voluntary chains 
, lgare-bound in their woful captivity, and 
end cannot move one ſtep towards Heaven. 
r tif For to ſpeak ſtriftly, it 1s not Gods with- 
no holding Grace that is the cauſe of their 
mf ruin, but it is their own enmity and re- 
| th} bellion 5 they love thoſe luſts whereby 
froqthey are inſnared , and hate the Grace 
» inf that ſhould reſcue them. They are weak 
and wicked, their impotency lies in their 
tuJobſtinacy. It is true, God jultly leaves 
vhaſthem, and their damnation 1s a neceſſary 
urfgconſequent, yet it is without any opera- 
2nd tion of God. For although the Divine 
hinjPower is neceſlary to give life to a dead 
amfbody, yet a carcaſs that 1s deprived of 
znJlife,will putrifie of 1t ſelf from that prin- 
neciple of Corruption that 1s in it. SoGrace 
Als neceſſary for Salvation, but the wicked 
{periſh from the principles of Luſt within 
Ol them, 
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them 3 and at laſt the Conſcience of thil;. ,.; 
Reprobates will confirm the ſevereſt capgde; 


demnation againſt them. |  :in N 
Let us therefore in the ſenſe of our wf},.1.þ 
ter diſability, addreſs our ſelves to thin n« 


God of all Grace, that our ſtrength mag q 
be renewed every hour; and let us wit. i. t 
a holy fear be diligent to improve all tiq;.nc, 
Divine afiſtante he affords us. Let us nf}, 1, 
grieve the bleſſed Spirit by quenching ft em 
motions: how often doth he approx 

the Soul and find it careleſs and negle,pau, 
ful , as our Saviour came thrice to $,,14 y 
Diſciples, and foundthem afleep.? Chn,.q T 
was awake to come and ſpeak to themſp,1 f 
the moſt tender and melting manner,couſe ,F + 
you not watch with me one hour £ but thi 
were not vigilant to receive him. . 

holy Spirit blows where he pleaſcth, 1 ory of 
cannot command his free operation.LetF;ho w 
therefore cheriſh all his motions , thh+ +9 ; 
Grace attain to its perfection ; and thi; hr; 
we may perſevere with a holy fervai that : 
and diligence, conſider the certain ſha eday ; 
neſs, and uncertain continuance of lik ty; ar 
It 1s but a ſpan long. .-And 1f we COW contr: 
reach the life of Merkaſelah, it were ſbqhn of +! 
enough to prepare for Eternity. Conlilf epape 

the {criouſneſs of our work, it requiThe © 
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(31) 
ti; beſt time, ſtrength and affections; and 
colpfder the reward, it 1s our own Salva- 
on. None ſhall appear before Gods Tri- 
" Wknal-by a Proxy, but every one in his 
Un perſon ſhall receiveeither a joyfulor 
my Gd ſentence.' Briefly, it is Salvation 
Wikt is the recompence of perſevering O- 
It dience. And how admirable that is we 
S Iv underſtand, if we conlider it 1s the 
8 Joſt eminent gift of God,(whoſe Raches 
a. an{werable to his Greatneſs,). to 

pla: Favourites whom he loved before the 
O Vorld was made; it is anſwerable to that 
-Mred Treaſure that was given for it;the 
mud of the Soz of God, and the Blefſed- 
co8{; of the Redeemed 1s the Redeemers 
- Uompence for all his meritorious ſuffer- 
ps, It is a ſtate of Glory and Foy. The 

2, Fory of it is ſuch that all the Kingdoms 
LaFthe World in all their ſplendor,are no 
» re to it than a dead ſpark to the Sun 
1 Wits brighteſt luſter: The joy of 1t 15 ſo 
IV that a thouſand years there is but as 
Me day ; it is a ſtate of Triumphant fe- 
Wil ty; and all this Happineſs 1s ſct off by 
col contrary ſtate which ſhall be the por- 
 10®n of thoſe who cclpiſe it. How ſha 
nli eſcape if we neglect ſo great Salvati- 
quiyiThe uninſtructed Heathens that _=_ 

\ i | hear 


: heard of a Saviour, nor were acqt 
* with the ſecrets of another World 
-have a cooler climate in Hell thar 
who refuſe Heaven, when it is offe 
them upon ſuch gracious and reafi 
termes. And how juſt is it that 
whom the moſtblefied hope cannot 
nor the moſt dreadful terrors affrig 
they will hazard the loſs of the on! 
ſe themſelves to the ſuffering | 
other, for the pleaſures of Sin wh | 
but for a ſeaſon; how juſt-is, it t 
perſons ſhould enjoy their own 
and inherit their own choice, that 1 
{ery intolerable and eternal? 
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